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SUBJECT:LETTER FROM CARTER TO ZIA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
PRESIDENT ZIA. PLEASE DELIVER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND 
ADVISE. SIGNED LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 4 BEING POUCHED. 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

SOME WEEKS AGO, I WAS PLEASED TO SEND YOU MY CONGRATULA- 
TIONS ON YOUR ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF BANGLADESH. I AM 
AWARE THAT YOUR ELECTION WAS PART OF A PROCESS BY WHICH 
YOUR COUNTRY, UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP, IS ENDEAVORING TO 
ESTABLISH EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE 
SAFEGUARDS OF A CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM. I UNDERSTAND THAT 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ARE TO BE HELD BEFORE THE END OF 
THE YEAR, AND I AM BOTH PLEASED AND IMPRESSED BY YOUR 
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COURAGE AND DETERMINATION. 

1 HAD HOPED WE MIGHT HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET AND TALK 
IF YOU CAME TO THE UNITED STATES FOR THE UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. HOWEVER, I FEAR THAT THIS WILL NOT BE 
POSSIBLE. I HOPE YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT I MUST GIVE 
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CLOSE ATTENTION TO DOMESTIC AFFAIRS IN THE NEXT FEW 
MONTHS, IN PARTICULAR, TO THE CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS 
IN NOVEMBER. FOR THIS REASON, I WILL HAVE TO LIMIT 
VERY SEVERELY MY MEETINGS WITH FOREIGN LEADERS WHO 
MAY BE VISITING THE UNITED STATES DURING THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY SESSION. I DO HOPE WE WILL BE ABLE TO MEET 
AT SOME FUTURE DATE. 

AMBASSADOR SCHNEIDER HAS KEPT ME INFORMED OF YOUR 
EFFORTS TO BRING REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT TO BANGLADESH. 
HE HAS ALSO DESCRIBED YOUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN YOUR COUNTRY. I AM 
IMPRESSED BY YOUR DECISION TO GIVE PRIORITY TO AGRICUL- 
TURE, FAMILY PLANNING, AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT. YOUR 
SUCCESS IN THESE CRUCIAL AREAS COULD WELL SET AN 
EXAMPLE FOR OTHER COUNTRIES. I AM PLEASED THAT OUR 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CONCLUDE NEW AGREEMENTS 
THAT SUPPORT IMPORTANT PROGRAMS LAUNCHED UNDER YOUR 
LEADERSHIP. 

I APPRECIATE THE POINTS WHICH YOU LAID OUT IN YOUR 
LETTER OF JUNE 26 ABOUT BANGLADESH'S CANDIDACY FOR A 
SEAT ON THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL. AS YOU 
KNOW, THE UNITED STATES CUSTOMARILY DEFERS TAKING 
ANY POSITION ON ELECTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS BODIES UNTIL 
THE PREFERENCES OF THE RESPECTIVE REGIONAL GROUPS ARE 
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KNOWN. WE WILL, OF COURSE, TAKE FULL ACCOUNT OF THE 
CONSIDERATIONS YOU MENTIONED IN YOUR LETTER. 

I AM VERY PLEASED WITH THE WAY RELATIONS ARE DEVELOPING 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. I APPRECIATE THE OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO EXCHANGE CORRESPONDENCE WITH LEADERS OF 
IMPORTANT AND FRIENDLY COUNTRIES SUCH AS YOURS FROM 
TIME TO TIME. 

WITH BEST PERSONAL REGARDS, SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. 
UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 226222 SENT ACTION DACCA SEP 06. 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 226222 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPDC, BG 

SUBJECT:LETTER FROM CARTER TO ZIA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF LETTER FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
PRESIDENT ZIA. PLEASE DELIVER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND 
ADVISE. SIGNED LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 4 BEING POUCHED. 

QUOTE: DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

SOME WEEKS AGO, I WAS PLEASED TO SEND YOU MY CONGRATULA- 
TIONS ON YOUR ELECTION AS PRESIDENT OF BANGLADESH. I AM 
AWARE THAT YOUR ELECTION WAS PART OF A PROCESS BY WHICH 
YOUR COUNTRY, UNDER YOUR LEADERSHIP, IS ENDEAVORING TO 
ESTABLISH EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT UNDER THE 
SAFEGUARDS OF A CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM. I UNDERSTAND THAT 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS ARE TO BE HELD BEFORE THE END OF 
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THE YEAR, AND I AM BOTH PLEASED AND IMPRESSED BY YOUR 
COURAGE AND DETERMINATION. 

I HAD HOPED WE MIGHT HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET AND TALK 
IF YOU CAME TO THE UNITED STATES FOR THE UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. HOWEVER, I FEAR THAT THIS WILL NOT BE 
POSSIBLE. I HOPE YOU WILL UNDERSTAND THAT I MUST GIVE 

CLOSE ATTENTION TO DOMESTIC AFFAIRS IN THE NEXT FEW 
MONTHS, IN PARTICULAR, TO THE CONGRESSIONAL ELECTIONS 
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IN NOVEMBER. FOR THIS REASON, I WILL HAVE TO LIMIT 
VERY SEVERELY MY MEETINGS WITH FOREIGN LEADERS WHO 
MAY BE VISITING THE UNITED STATES DURING THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY SESSION. I DO HOPE WE WILL BE ABLE TO MEET 
AT SOME FUTURE DATE. 

AMBASSADOR SCHNEIDER HAS KEPT ME INFORMED OF YOUR 
EFFORTS TO BRING REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT TO BANGLADESH. 
HE HAS ALSO DESCRIBED YOUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN YOUR COUNTRY. I AM 
IMPRESSED BY YOUR DECISION TO GIVE PRIORITY TO AGRICUL- 
TURE, FAMILY PLANNING, AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT. YOUR 
SUCCESS IN THESE CRUCIAL AREAS COULD WELL SET AN 
EXAMPLE FOR OTHER COUNTRIES. I AM PLEASED THAT OUR 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CONCLUDE NEW AGREEMENTS 
THAT SUPPORT IMPORTANT PROGRAMS LAUNCHED UNDER YOUR 
LEADERSHIP. 

I APPRECIATE THE POINTS WHICH YOU LAID OUT IN YOUR 
LETTER OF JUNE 26 ABOUT BANGLADESH'S CANDIDACY FOR A 
SEAT ON THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL. AS YOU 
KNOW, THE UNITED STATES CUSTOMARILY DEFERS TAKING 
ANY POSITION ON ELECTIONS TO UNITED NATIONS BODIES UNTIL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 226222 

THE PREFERENCES OF THE RESPECTIVE REGIONAL GROUPS ARE 
KNOWN. WE WILL, OF COURSE, TAKE FULL ACCOUNT OF THE 
CONSIDERATIONS YOU MENTIONED IN YOUR LETTER. 

I AM VERY PLEASED WITH THE WAY RELATIONS ARE DEVELOPING 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. I APPRECIATE THE OPPOR- 
TUNITY TO EXCHANGE CORRESPONDENCE WITH LEADERS OF 
IMPORTANT AND FRIENDLY COUNTRIES SUCH AS YOURS FROM 
TIME TO TIME. 

WITH BEST PERSONAL REGARDS, SINCERELY, JIMMY CARTER. 
UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
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